
Economic Development & Improvement Commission (EDIC) 

Regular Meeting – Thursday November 8, 2012 – 12:00 Noon 

Town Manager’s Conference Room, First Floor, Town Hall 

MINUTES 

1. Call To Order – Chairman Lyons called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 

 

2. Attendance and Quorum (6 members required) - Chris Lyons, Mark Trahan, Doug Sacks, Betty 

 Rosania, Dorcas McHugh, Joan Hughes, Howard Greenblatt, Greg Bedula, Jeff Bridges-Town 

 Manager, Ellyn Laramie-Chamber of Commerce, Peter Gillespie-Director of Planning and 

 Economic Development and Denise Bradley-Assistant Planner. 

 

3. Old Business  a. Farmers’ Market – Doug Sacks reported on closing out the state grant  

    and that the Winter Market has started at Trinity Church.  

   b. Vacant Property Updates – Peter Gillespie reported on the following: 

• 125 Silas Deane Highway 

• 176 Cumberland Avenue 

• 1000 Silas Deane Highway 

• 1178 Silas Deane Highway 

   c. Website – Peter Gillespie reported that the “go live” date is December  

    7th.  A draft design was received last week and suggested revisions are  

    being made. 

d. Grants 

1. Vibrant Communities Grant – Masonic Building and Comstock 

Ferre – Peter Gillespie reported that the Town has contracted 

with the firm CME and noted that it is an expected 3 ½ month 

process for completion. 

2. Main Street Investment Fund Grant – Peter Gillespie noted that 

a request for $500K had been submitted but awards have not 

been announced. 

3. 2012 STEAP Grant – Peter Gillespie noted that a request for 

$250K for the Façade Loan Program and $250K for demolition 

assistance of 1000 Silas Deane Highway had been submitted but 

awards have not been announced. 

4. Tourism Product Development Grant – Peter Gillespie reported 

that an application for the creation of an Interpretive Heritage 

Trail had been submitted but awards have not been announced. 

 

4. New Business a. Business Visitations – No report was given. 

   b. Salute To Business – December 11, 2012 from 5:30 pm – 8:30 pm at the  

    Wethersfield Country Club. 

c. Holidays On Main – December 6, 2012 from 5 pm – 9 pm on Main  

  Street, Old Wethersfield. 

d. Plan of Conservation and Development Update – A public meeting to  

  discuss the Draft Plan of Conservation will be held Tuesday, December  

  4th starting at 7 pm at the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center. 

 

5. Other Business  - There was no other business to report. 

 

6. Reports   Town Manager's Report – Jeff Bridges reported on the following: 

• Leaf Pick-up 



• Hurricane Sandy 

• Wethersfield High School 

• Wilkus Farm 

Town Council Liaison's Report – No report was given. 

Planning & Zoning Commission Liaison's Report – Peter Gillespie noted that the 

following items would be heard at the 11/20 meeting: 

• WHS Pre-Application 

• 130 Hartford Avenue Rear Lot 

• 326 Silas Deane Highway Special Permit for a Salon. 

• 1155 Silas Deane Highway Change of Use from office to a place of 

worship. 

Tourism Commission Liaison’s Report – Dorcas McHugh noted that the October 

meeting had been cancelled.  Peter Gillespie reported that approximately a 

dozen submissions had been received so far for the Autumn Photo Contest and 

that the Commission is in the process of redesigning their rack-cards. 

Redevelopment Agency Liaison Report – No report was given. 

Chamber of Commerce Liaison’s Report – Ellyn Laramie noted that there will be 

a Business After Hours at 280 Main Street (Live, Right Wellness & Diana Stutz 

Design) on November 15th from 5 pm – 8 pm. 

Director of Planning and Economic Development's Report - No report was given. 

 

7. Chairman's Report – No report was given.  

 

8. Sub-Committee Reports -  Marketing and Communications – No report was given. 

Financial Strategies – A discussion ensued regarding available  

 funds and upcoming closings. 

Farmers’ Market – No additional report was given. 

 

9. Minutes – October 11, 2012 Meeting – Howard Greenblatt made a motion to approve the 

 minutes as submitted.  Betty Rosania seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

10. Next Meeting – December 13, 2012 

 

11.   Correspondence – There was no additional correspondence. 

 

12. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 1:37 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Denise Bradley, Assistant planner 


